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Stored Emergency Power Supply Systems

Where can they be used?

re hospitals responsible for
stored emergency power
supply systems (SEPSSs)?

No. Hospitals are not affeci-
ed by the SEPSSs requirement in
EC.2.10.4.1 (formerly EC.2.14). (See
Table A, below.) Not unless they have
associated ambulatory care or other
clinics.

Hospitals must have
generators

A hospital must have an on-site prime
mover (that is, a generator). NFPA 99®

requires it—it’s called a “type 1 sys-
tem.” NFPA 99°® does not permit hos-
pitals to have SEPSSs. A hospital must
have a prime mover that can be
refueled. A SEPSS would not be
acceptable because it will run out of
power at some point, and that would
certainly compromise many patients.
SEPSSs are intended to automatical-
ly supply illumination or power to
critical areas and equipment that is
essential for safety to human life.
Included are
# systems that supply emergency
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power for such functions as illu
nation for safe exiting,

B ventilation where it is essential
maintair. life,

& fire detection and alarm system:

& public s:fety communications
systems, and

B processes where the electrical a1
rent interruption would produc
serious life safety or health haza
to patients, visitors, or staff
members.




Table B: NFPA 99° Electrical System Type Requirements by Setting

NFPA 992, Chapter 12 Chapter 12 Chapter 13 Chapter 13 Chapter 14 Chapter 15 Chapter 16
1996 edition Hospital Hospital Ambulatory Ambhulatory Clinic Medical Cental | Nursing Home
Laboratory Laboratory Office
(if inhalation
anesthesiz, go to
Ambulatory)
Type 1 electrical Required Required only if Required if life Required if life
system 12-3.3.2 critical care areas support equipment | support equipment
are present required required
13-3.3.2 14-3.3.2 15-3.3.2
Type 2 electrical Required
system 16-3.3.2
Type 3 electrical Permitted if no Permitted if no life | Permitted if no life | Permitted if no life
system critical care areas support required | support required | support, anesthesia,
are present 14-33.2 15-3.3.2 has battery backup
13-3.3.2 16-3.3.2
Level 1 gas If installed If installed (med air If installed (if not | Required if over If installed (med air
12-3.4.1 may be simplex) rendered incapable, {3,000 cu ft may be simplex)
13-3.4 med air may be 15-3.4.1 16-3.4.1
simplex)
14-3.4.1
Level 3 gas Permitted if not If installed (less
served by central than 3,000 u ft)
gas system 15-3.4.1
Level 4 gas If installed If installed
12-3.4.4 13-34.4
Level 1 vacuum If installed If installed If installed (if not | If installed «ind If installed
12-34.3 13-3.41 rendered incapable, | surgical 16-3.4.2
vacuum may be 15-3.4.6
simplex)
14-34.2
Level 3 vacuum If not surgical,
15-3.4.7
Level 4 vacuum If installed If installed
12-34.5 13-3.45

Some ambulatory settings
can have SEPSSs

Very limited areas are permitted to use
SEPSSs. Table B, above—which con-
tains the requirements of NFPA 99°®
relating to power systems, gas, and
vacuum—shows exactly what settings
are permitted to have SEPSSs. An
example of a permitted application
would be an outpatient clinic with no
anesthesia or life support, where only
enough power to terminate minor pro-
cedures and evacuate the facility is
needed.

NFPA 99° defines type 3 systems to
include SEPSSs. Type 3 systems are
allowed to be

a) generators;

b) SEPSSs (battery systems); or
c) batteries that are integral to
equipment.

Which Joint Commission

standards apply?

In Joint Commission standard

EC.2.10.4.1, items c and d address -

type 1 systems, which are generators.
However, items a and b address

type 3 systems, which includes
SEPSSs. (See Table A.)

A simple emergency light is
not a SEPSS

Suppose a hospital installs an emer-
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gency lighting system in addition to its
prime mover. Is this considered a
SEPSS?

No. Therefore, a hospital is not
responsible for resting these non-
SEPSS systems using items a and b of
EC.2.10.4.1. The requirements for
SEPSSs apply only to organizations
that are permittzd to use SEPSSs.

Of course, any non-SEPSS battery
backup emergency power systems that
an organization has determined to be
critical for operations during a power
failure (for exaraple, those for labora-
tory equipment or medical records)
should be properly tested and main-
tained in accorcance with manufactur-
ers’ recommendations. /s
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